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obeying its orders and decrees."71 Even the worst State may
have some good points. But if the State is corrupt people
should reject the entire system.72
The details of this withdrawal of co-operation would van-
according to the peculiar situation of a country. What is essen-
tial is the ability of the non-co-operators to endure, without
violence and malice, punishment and provocation coming from
the Government and the solid backing of the masses whose
collective pressure is an important requirement of success.
Any detailed history of Gandhiji's non-co-operation move-
ment of 1920-22 is outside the scope of this book. We may,
however, briefly notice the various items that he included in
this movement which is the first instance of the use of the
technique on a nation-wide scale.73
As originally planned by Gandhiji and accepted by the
Khilafat Committee, non-co-operation was to be practised in
"fixed, definite, progressive four stages", i.e., giving up of
titles and resignation of honorary posts, calling out of Govern-
ment servants, the withdrawal of the police and the military,
and the suspension of taxes.74 Later on the first stage was
elaborated to include the boycott of courts by lawyers and the
general public, of schools and colleges by teachers and
students, of legislatures by those elected and of elections by
voters. Another important item in the first stage was of promo-
tion of swadeshi including the renunciation of all foreign cloth
in favour of the exclusive use of khadi. The first stage also
included resignations from nominated seats in local bodies,
refusal to attend Government levees, darbars and other official
or semi-official functions.
Every one of these negative steps was to be offset by its
positive, constructive aspect so that by the time the
71  2". L, March 27,  1930.
72 r. /., Dec. 31, 1931.
73  In an embryonic form the doctrine of non-co-operation is present in
Gandhiji's Hind Swaraj. Thus, "We consider your (British)  schools   and
law-courts to be useless. We want our own ancient schools and courts to
be restored. We do not need any European cloth. We will manage with
articles produced and manufactured at home. . . .If you (the British) act
contrary to our will, we will not help you, and, without our help, we know
that you cannot move one step forward." Hind Swaraj, pp. 90-91.
74 r. /., I, pp. 191-92.